
A prayer of praise
Almighty God, 
We open our hearts to receive 
the good news of our Lord, 
for our Saviour has come.
 
Wonderful Immanuel! God with us! 
In you, earth is embraced by heaven’s gracious arms. 
 
Redeemer and friend, full of grace and truth –
your glorious light transforms our world. 
 
We bring our worship to you, King Jesus, 
with our hearts full of wonder and praise! 
Amen. 

A prayer of 
thanksgiving 
Thank you Father, for giving us your Son, Jesus! 
With the shepherds, we stand in awe. 
With the wise men, we bring our worship. 
With Joseph, we are open to your words. 
With Mary, we treasure our experiences – 
to the praise and glory of your name! 
Amen.

 
A prayer of 
confession 
Lord God, 
When we fail to be like the wise men  
by ignoring your guiding signs, 
Forgive us. 
 
When we fail to be like the shepherds  
by doubting your invitation to come to you, 
Forgive us. 
 
When we fail to be like Mary  
by not trusting in your promises, 
Forgive us. 
 
Lord God, help us to walk faithfully  
and humbly with you. 
Amen. 

A prayer of 
intercession 
Jesus Christ, born in a stable – 
Be with those who are without a home. 
 
Jesus Christ, born of Mary –
Be with vulnerable women across the world. 
 
Jesus Christ, visited by shepherds –
Be with all who work hard but still struggle to provide for 
their needs. 
 
Jesus Christ, worshipped by Magi –
Be with those who are persecuted for their difference. 
 
Jesus Christ, who became a refugee –
Be with those who live in fear and uncertainty. 
Amen.

Reading: 
Luke 2:8–21 

Poem
The Shepherds: An extraordinary experience
 
The choral song of baa baa baa
was silenced by heav’ns sound
the angel of the Lord appeared
and glory shone around
Paralysed by fear they stood
Mouths agape and mute
they heard the message of good news
and soon they took afoot 
Where to a manger they did go
to see the promised king
Abandoned now their tongues did flow
sharing these extraordinary things   
Why the shepherds? We may ask
just ordinary working folk
They could be trusted with the news 
to a world so lost and broke 

 
Reflection
 
The shepherds were going about their normal business, 
watching over their sheep. They were not wealthy or 
well educated; they were not of the religious elite; 
indeed, they had no special status. Yet God chose 
them to be the first to hear the good news of his Son. 
As shepherds, their role was one of protection – to 
fight off the enemies that sought to cause their sheep 
harm. As hearers of the message, they were entrusted 
with the most extraordinary gift of all – news that the 
Saviour of the world had been born. As shepherds, 
they did not have a religious or political agenda, they 
didn’t have reputations to protect or power to keep 
hold of. They didn’t need to distort the message to 
use it for their own end. As shepherds, they did what 
they did best. They protected the message by sharing 
with others exactly what they had been told and had 
experienced. 

The shepherds remind us that no one is beyond 
receiving God’s grace and favour: it is not something 
earnt, rather it comes from God’s unmerited love 
towards us. God chooses to partner with ordinary 
people in the outworking of his extraordinary mission. 

We have the opportunity to be inspired by this passage, 
and to do something extraordinary today. All We Can’s 
Extraordinary Gifts help people in some of the world’s 
poorest communities to improve their lives. Through a 
simple act of kindness and generosity, we can make an 
extraordinary difference.  
 

Provide information of the gift or gifts your church or group 
is raising money for. If appropriate, play the ‘Extraordinary 
Christmas Appeal’ film and take up a collection. Every 
Extraordinary Gift given and donation made to All We Can’s 
Extraordinary Christmas Appeal has the power to transform 
the lives of people in some of the poorest communities across 
the world, helping them not just at Christmas, but also for 
generations to come.

Christmas 
Wrapping
Offer a gift-wrapping service to your 
friends, family and members of your 
congregation and community. Advertise 
the gift-wrapping service – time, date and 
venue – and invite people to bring their 
Christmas shopping for you to wrap.

‘Let them eat 
(Christmas) 
cake’
Organise a bake sale using festive treats 
such as mince pies, yule logs, Christmas-
themed biscuits and miniature Christmas 
cakes. You could set up your stall at other 
events such as after a carol service or as 
part of a Christmas fete.

‘Hark the 
Herald angels 
sing’  
Everyone loves a good Christmas carol! 
Form a group of eager carol singers to put 
on a carol concert.

 
Christmas 
Cards
Design, produce and sell homemade 
Christmas cards for your friends, family 
and members of your congregation and 
community to use.

Go crackers
Host a Christmas cracker joke 
competition. Invite people to submit  
their entries, and use one of your 
Christmas events to see which joke gets 
the most laughs.

Christmas 
jumpers
Hold a Christmas costume competition. 
From bobble hats to Christmas jumpers, 
there are many ways to dress up for 
Christmas fun. You could always set up 
a catwalk at one of your events, and the 
person who gets the most applause can be 
crowned the winner.

 
Christmas 
show
From a nativity to a panto, there are many 
ways to draw in a crowd to a ticketed 
Christmas event.

 
Santa 
challenge
Set up an obstacle course for a Christmas 
challenge. Individuals dressed as Father 
Christmas have to pass through the 
obstacle course and the quickest time wins. 

‘The holly  
and the ivy’
Create Christmas wreaths and other 
decorations using holly, ivy, mistletoe 
and evergreen leaves. You could invite 
donations from friends and family or set 
up your stall at other events such as after a 
carol service or as part of a Christmas fete.

 
Give Christmas 
cards a miss
Instead of buying members in your 
church, group, family or friends 
Christmas cards, donate the money 
you save to All We Can’s Extraordinary 
Christmas Appeal or buy an 
Extraordinary Gift instead.

The Christmas Singing Tree
“I hope that we have shown, through the magnificent community event that was the 
‘Singing Christmas Tree’, that we can all take part in caring for one another, and the 
world in which we live, as well as having a really good time!” –  
John Heard, West Bridgford Methodist Church

You’re never too young to 
be extraordinary! 
Eight-year-old Rhodri from Caerphilly was inspired not only to ask for gifts that 
help others at Christmas, but also to encourage others to buy them too:

“I was leaving chapel and I saw a colourful booklet, so I picked it up. Inside were 
fantastic gifts for people who really need them. We are so lucky and have lots of nice 
things, and others don’t, so we need to help as much as we can.”

to use over the Christmas season!

PRAYERs, POEMS AND REFLECTIONS

Photo: Rodri holds a previous year’s All We Can’s Extraordinary Gifts Catalogue

THANK YOU for changing lives!
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For all the fundraising ideas below, invite donations to 
our Extraordinary Christmas Appeal, explaining that 
every donation can transform lives across the world 
in some of the poorest communities, helping them not 
just at Christmas, but also for generations to come.


