
These reflections have been written to be used progressively over each of the Sundays in Advent, as the candles are lit. They are 
supported by the online presentation, Jesus, our extraordinary gift, which can be downloaded from allwecan.org.uk/christmas

Bible reading: Hebrews 10:23–25
We light this candle to symbolise our hope, as we look forward to the coming of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

While we recognise that there is darkness in our 
world, we do not despair. We have hope in Jesus 
Christ, the light of the world, and his coming Kingdom. 
As we wait for this glorious day, we are to be spurring 
each other on toward love and good deeds. In doing so, 
we disperse the darkness through our loving actions, 
so that the world may also know the hope found in 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

This Christmastime, as we celebrate God’s 
extraordinary gift of Jesus, we are supporting All We 
Can to provide Extraordinary Gifts that will make a 
practical difference to people in some of the world’s 
poorest communities. Many Ethiopian women cook 
on open fires inside their homes, which results in 
them and their children getting sick from inhaling 
deadly smoke. All We Can is helping families to get safe stoves, which channel smoke 
outside, allowing families to cook and eat without the threat of poisonous fumes. Ehite is 
one lady whose family is already benefitting from the gift of a safe stove. She says, “These 
stoves are saving our lives and are keeping us healthier”. We can give hope to more 
people like Ehite this Christmas, through giving an Extraordinary Gift, such as a stove, 
that will make a practical difference – not just at Christmas, but for years to come.

 

Prayer
Our hope is found in you; the giver of life and love.
Our hope is alive; we trust in your promises. 
Our hope is sustained; your Spirit strengthens us. 
Come Lord. Bring your Kingdom of light to our world. 
Ignite our hope as we wait for your coming Kingdom. Amen.

Bible Reading: Philippians 4:4–7
We light this candle to symbolise peace, as we eagerly anticipate the coming reign of 
the Prince of Peace.

We take courage in the knowledge that Jesus, 
and his coming Kingdom, are near. We take 
the situations of this world that cause us stress, 
conflict and uncertainty to our loving and faithful 
God in prayer. God, in his kindness, gives us a 
peace that guards our hearts and minds. It’s a gift 
from God as we commune with him, through Jesus 
Christ, his Son. 

This Christmastime, as we celebrate God’s 
extraordinary gift of Jesus, we are joining with All 
We Can to provide Extraordinary Gifts that will 
make a practical difference to people in some of the 
world’s poorest communities. Women like Hanan, 
a Syrian refugee living in Jordan, are especially 
vulnerable. All We Can supports Syrian refugee women who are widowed or single, by 
bringing them together to develop new skills and to train them in how to start their own 
enterprises. Hanan is in a cookery enterprise. She says, “We work together to achieve 
what we need to, for our business. Some manage the cooking. Some are good with 
biscuits and sweet items. Some are good with marketing. So we all work together on all 
things.” These women, who have experienced such horrific conflict, can now have the 
peace that comes from friendships and a secure income. We can bring peace to more 
women like Hanan this Christmas, through giving an Extraordinary Gift that supports 
these women’s groups. The kind of gift that will make a practical difference – not just at 
Christmas, but for years to come.    

 
Prayer
Lord of all; your care for your world knows no bounds.
Lord of all; your love brings about fullness of life.
Lord of all; your peace surpasses all understanding.
Come Lord. Make your care, love and peace known to all.
Shed the light of your peace into the darkest of places. Amen.

Bible Reading: Hebrews 12:1–3
We light this candle to symbolise joy, knowing that fullness of joy comes from God alone.

There is joy in God’s coming Kingdom. Jesus knew  
the joy set before him as he endured the trials of this 
life. We too may undergo trials, but we do so with 
our eyes fixed on Jesus and the fullness of his coming 
Kingdom. We will not grow weary or lose heart as we 
hold on to the joy that is to come, of which we get a 
foretaste today, through his Holy Spirit.

This Christmastime, as we celebrate God’s 
extraordinary gift of Jesus, we are supporting All 
We Can to provide Extraordinary Gifts that will 
make a practical difference to people in some of the 
world’s poorest communities. Tendai, a widow from 
Zimbabwe, has struggled to farm her land and provide 
for her family. All We Can brings together vulnerable 
farmers, like Tendai, to earn a stable income by forming 
a small business, such as rearing and selling chickens. 
Tendai explains what she has done with the money she 
has earned so far: “I paid for school fees for the children, food for the children and two 
bags of cement for the floor in my kitchen. I bought groceries for the family and 10kg of 
maize crop to plant in the field for the next harvest.” Tendai is thankful for the changes 
in her life and the friendships she has made. We can help spread joy to more groups of 
vulnerable farmers like Tendai, by giving an Extraordinary Gift, such as chickens, that will 
make a practical difference – not just at Christmas, but for years to come.

 
Prayer
God of the oppressed; may your freedom be known by all.
God of the outcast; draw everyone near to you with your love.
God of the sick; stretch out your healing hand to our world.
Come Lord. Give us an abounding joy as we wait faithfully for your Kingdom.
In you, Lord, our joy is aflame and eternal. Amen.

Bible Reading: Philippians 1:9-11
We light this candle to symbolise love, conscious that we are known and loved by God. 

We are invited to experience God’s love in ever 
deeper and knowable ways. Through his love 
we are transformed more and more into his 
likeness, as we bear the fruit of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ. Through our 
transformation, we are better prepared for the 
Kingdom of love that is to come.

This Christmastime, as we celebrate God’s 
extraordinary gift of Jesus, we are supporting All 
We Can to provide Extraordinary Gifts that will 
make a practical difference to people in some of 
the world’s poorest communities. Nasima, from 
India, was isolated and marginalised. As a girl 
in her community, she did not have the same 
rights as boys and her family did not support 
her in her education. All We Can supports 
vulnerable girls, like Nasima, to join a group where 
they can feel safe, receive training about their rights and have the freedom to start 
new enterprises that earn money to support their education. She says: “When I get an 
education, I will be more independent and be able to do what the boys are doing.” We can 
show love to our global neighbours like Nasima this Christmas by giving an Extraordinary 
Gift, such as helping girls in India receive training about their rights. This will make a 
practical difference – not just at Christmas, but for years to come. 

Prayer
Lord our God, purify our hearts with the fire of your love.
Lord our God, bear in us the fruit of righteousness.
Lord our God, may we grow deeper in the knowledge of you.
Come Lord. Transform our hearts and minds.
Set us ablaze with your love, that nothing may cause us to fall. Amen.
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5. Jesus, the light  
of the world
Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7
We light this candle to symbolise Jesus, the light of the world.

Prayer
Jesus, light of the world; you ignite our hope with your promises. 
Jesus light of the world; you set us ablaze with your love.
Jesus light of the world; you awaken a joy that is eternal.
Jesus light of the world; you shed peace into our hearts.
Thank you Jesus, for being the light of our world.
Amen.

The birth of Jesus heralds a dawning of a new 
time: God dwells with his people. In Jesus, 
God’s light enters the world and the darkness 
is powerless to overcome it. Now we, who 
once walked in darkness, have been exposed 
to a great and glorious light. Jesus is God’s 
extraordinary gift to us, the radiant light 
which shines into our world offering hope, 
peace, joy and love for eternity.


