
Refugees:  
“To all the people we can” 
 
This resource focuses on the refugee crisis and 

provides activities, worship material and  

recipes to use for an engaging event, Bible 

study or service. Encourage your church, 

groups and communities with stories from All 

We Can’s work, and raise money to support  

refugees. 

 

Dignity 
Resilience  
Hope 



   “‘During my visit with All We Can to Jordan, I was able to see the difference that 

your generosity and giving makes to the lives of women, children and men, who 

have been through hardships that most of us can’t imagine. It really does make a  

difference so please continue to give generously to All We Can. Your gifts will 

help people like Alice who is lonely and in need of community support, it will  

support farmers with skills to grow crops, it will help women form sewing  

cooperatives and the many other projects that transform lives. So thank you and 

do keep being generous.”  

– Revd Michaela Youngson, President of the Methodist Conference 2018-19 

 

“I have really been humbled and inspired by the work that All We Can is doing here in Jordan, working 

with Syrian refugees who have had to flee the safety of their home and travel many miles with very little. 

Here in Jordan, refugees are taught simple management principles of marketing and selling and that has 

led them to have livelihoods. I appeal to you, to continue supporting All We Can because I’ve seen that it 

really does make a difference.”  

 – Bala Gnanapragasam, Vice President of the Methodist Conference 2018-19  

 
In June 2018, the President of the Methodist Conference, Revd Michaela Youngson, and the Vice President, Bala Gnanapragasam,  

visited All We Can’s work  in Jordan. All We Can, is providing life-skills training to Syrian refugees. Having learning opportunities helps 

refugees develop skills that will make an income to provide for their families’ needs. On their visit, Micky and Bala met with a women’s 

group who had started to gain an income through making soap and candles. They joined them in the kitchen of the community centre 

and created soap. In the picture, the moulds are being filled with the liquid to make the soap.   
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INTRODUCTION 

How can we help? 
If you need help as you plan your event, study or service, or any other 

fundraising initiatives,  please get in touch.   

Please contact us:  

Call: 020 7467 5132  Email: info@allwecan.org.uk 

Visit: allwecan.org.uk/allpeople 

I have been humbled and challenged in witnessing how people have  

welcomed refugees into their countries. It is not an easy or comfortable  

situation for any of them. But somehow, out of their generosity and shared 

humanity, love and care is being expressed. All We Can is privileged to be 

part of this assistance to those without a home and in fear for their future. 

And to help you share in this work you support, we have provided these  

resources for you to engage with one of the greatest tragedies of this  

century.  

 

Refugees: “To all the people we can” is a resource providing a range of  

creative ideas for an event, Bible study or service to use with your church, 

groups and communities, focusing on the refugee crisis.  

 

It gives insight into the experience of refugees, mainly from Syria, through 

the sharing of their stories, and it provides you with the tools to give your 

church the opportunity to make a significant difference through supporting 

All We Can’s emergency Refugee Appeal.  

 

All We Can is has been responding to the refugee crisis through its  

experienced humanitarian relief partners in Jordan . We have supported 

work in this region since March 2013, responding to the urgent needs of  

refugees. The money that you raise will be put to use where the need is 

greatest, in helping to alleviate the  suffering of refugees and support them 

to not only survive, but to have  access to resources and activities that help 

foster dignity, resilience and hope.  

 

We trust that these materials help you continue your prayerful and practical 

support. 
 

Maurice Adams — Chief Executive 

Women work together to create clothes to sell to earn an income for their families.  

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/refugees
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WHY TAKE PART ? 

 

Introducing All We Can: All We Can is an international development and emergency relief organisation. Focusing on those in greatest 

need, it is inspired by Christian principles, with its roots in the British Methodist Church. All We Can helps find solutions to poverty by 

engaging with local people and organisations in some of the world’s poorest communities to end the suffering caused by inequality and 

injustice. 

 

Refugees: One of the major problems facing the world today is the growing number of refugees. According to the UNHCR over 65 million pe ople worldwide are 

now forcibly displaced as a result of conflict and persecution; the highest number since the mid-1990s (UNHCR Figures at a glance: www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-

glance.html). Major refugee populations include Palestinians, Rohingya, Afghans, Iraqis, Somalis, Congolese,  Colombians and Sudanese. There are many more  

displaced people groups. The complexity of the problem, as well as the many and vocal interest groups concerned, makes it difficult to comprehend  

global refugee issues. What we do know is that all refugees have been deprived of their homes and have very uncertain futures.  

The Syrian refugee crisis: Since the conflict in Syria began in March 2011, over 5m Syrians have fled their country because of violence, conflict, and a   

complete collapse of Syria’s infrastructure (UNHCR: www.unhcr.org/uk/syria-emergency.html). Most of Syria’s refugees have no prospect of returning home in the 

near future amid a conflict that has become increasingly complex and intractable. Over 95% of these refugees are still close to home, in the countries immediately 

neighbouring Syria (UN Refugee Agency, June 2018). These refugees have limited rights and often arrive with urgent need for food and water, safe shelter, and basic 

services. We are helping to address these needs, and others, through our work in the region.  

All We Can’s response: Since March 2013, All We Can has been responding by supporting experienced international and local humanitarian relief  

organisations in Jordan, to meet some of the urgent needs in these refugee communities. We have a particular focus on providing opportunities for refugees to not 

only survive, but to have access to resources and activities that help foster dignity, resilience and hope within extremely challenging circumstances. We work to  

improve quality of life, economic prospects, skills-development, and health prospects within refugee communities and local host communities.  The majority of our 

work is focused on Syrian refugees living in Jordan but also benefits other refugee populations (e.g. refugees from Iraq) and vulnerable local communities.  

 

The funds you raise will strengthen our response and meet the needs of 
the significant numbers of refugees in the region. 

 

Useful websites for further information: 

All We Can: allwecan.org.uk/refugees  

UN Refugee Agency: unhcr.org 

United Nations Office for the  Coordination of  

Humanitarian Affairs: unocha.org 

UK Refugee Council: refugeecouncil.org.uk 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/refugees
http://www.unhcr.org
http://www.unocha.org
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EVENT IDEAS 

1. A refugee supper night: Invite people to enjoy an evening of Middle-Eastern food using the recipes in this resource 

(pages 14-16). Add to the experience by using music from the region in the background (page 16). Pick a moment in the  

evening to share the experience of refugees and the work of All We Can by using the PowerPoint Presentation, Refugees: 

“To all the people we can”. Play one or more of the short films we have prepared. Both the presentation and the films are 

available from allwecan.org.uk/allpeople. You can also draw on the worship material in this resource such as the prayers 

(pages 11-12), Biblical reflections (page 13) and Bible study (pages 7-10). Raise money for All We Can’s Refugee Appeal by 

asking for donations for tickets to the event and providing more fundraising opportunities on the night, such as taking up a 

collection or holding an auction. You could also match people’s donations or give directly from your church funds.   
 

2. Study – Scripture and the stranger: Get a Biblical perspective on the refugee crisis by studying relevant Bible  

passages with others, whether as a  mid-week group or as a larger gathering which splits into smaller groups for discussion 

(for the Bible study material see pages 7-10). You can make more of the occasion by snacking on Middle-Eastern food 

(pages 14-16), and enjoying music from the region (page 16). Also add to your discussions by drawing on real-life stories 

from refugees and watching one or more of the short films  (available on allwecan.org.uk/allpeople), and spend time  

responding in prayer (see pages 11-12). Raise money for All We Can’s Refugee Appeal by inviting people to make a  

donation, or you may wish to encourage a group or personal fundraising activity based on your local context. 
 

3. A refugee service: Dedicate a service to focusing on the refugee crisis. Inspire people with relevant points from  

Scripture (see page 13), share the experience of refugees and the work of All We Can by using the PowerPoint  

Presentation, Refugees: “To all the people we can”. Play one or more of the short films featuring available from  

allwecan.org.uk/allpeople.  Invite people to support the refugees in prayer (see pages 11-12). You can add to the experience 

of the service by having Middle-Eastern snacks available with the refreshments, and using music from that region (see  

pages 14-16). Raise money for All We Can’s Refugee Appeal by taking a collection as part of your service or giving directly 

from your church funds.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Image: A women’s group of Syrian  

refugees and vulnerable Jordanians 

work together to earn an income from 

selling the food that they create. Here 

they are, with Revd Micky Youngson, 

making food to sell to the local  

university students.  

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/refugees
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/refugees
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/refugees
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Here are our top tips for making sure that everyone has a great time: 
 

Get help. Don’t try to organise everything alone; get a team together to support you. 

Prepare as much as you can in advance. Make sure you’ve got all your resources 

and your room set up before your guests start to arrive (don’t forget that some 

people might be early). 

Use the presentation and films: Sharing stories of people living in poverty, and 

the work of All We Can, will help your guests to grow in their understanding of the 

situations people face, the needs that they have, and how All We Can, together 

with their support, is making a difference. Your guests will be invited to give to  

support this work, so it is beneficial for them to learn about its impact. 

Plan a multisensory event. Make the event more memorable by giving people the  

opportunity to see images and hear music from the Middle-East, and taste Middle-

Eastern food. 

Be clear. Most people will come expecting to make a donation during the event, 

but you will need to make it obvious when and how they can give. Don’t be shy 

about giving people instructions, and remember to make it clear that the money is 

going to All We Can’s Refugee Appeal, to help refugees in Jordan to overcome the  

obstacles that they face.  

Gift Aid it: Hand out All We Can’s regular giving leaflets and Gift Aid envelopes, 

which will enable All We Can to claim an additional 25p for every pound that is giv-

en by taxpayers, so it’s worth ordering these in advance. 

 

 

 

Publicise your event, study or service 

Once you have decided on the time and date of your event, use as 

many ways as possible to communicate it:  
 

 Customise the invitation and poster, which is available to download 

from  allwecan.org.uk/allpeople  

 Tell us about your event and we will share it 

 Email, call or text friends and family. It is always best to personalise   

your invitations 

 Send invites via Facebook or create a Facebook event 

 Tweet about your event #allpeople 

 Send a press release to your local newspaper or radio station 

 Get notices read out at your  local church or group meeting 
 

Order resources 

Help share our story by ordering free 

resources for your church or  

event. We can supply you with  

posters, leaflets and collection boxes 

to help inform your guests about the 

wider work of All We can.  

 

To tell us about an event and  to  

order resources, please contact us 

on:  

020 7467 5132   

or info@allwecan.org.uk 

PLANNING TIPS 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/refugees
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
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BIBLE STUDY 

Over recent years, the refugee crisis has appeared heavily in the media, featured prominently in political debate, and has prompted concerns in our local  

communities. This study provides the opportunity for people to consider the refugee crisis in light of their Christian faith, using relevant Bible passages that speak 

to us on this issue today.   
 

Refugee definition: The 1951 Refugee Convention defines a refugee as someone who, “owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race,  

religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality, and is unable to, or owing to such fear, is 

unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country.”  

 

The Syrian refugee crisis: Since the conflict in Syria began in March 2011, over 5m Syrians have fled their country because of violence, conflict, and a  complete  

collapse of Syria’s infrastructure (UNHCR: www.unhcr.org/uk/syria-emergency.html). Most of Syria’s refugees have no  prospect of returning home in the near  

future amid a conflict that has become increasingly complex and intractable. Over 95% of these refugees are still close to home, in the countries immediately  

neighbouring Syria (UN Refugee Agency, June 2018). These refugees have limited rights and often arrive with urgent need for food and water, safe shelter, and 

basic services. The most vulnerable tend to be female-headed households and children, as well as households that include people with disabilities.  

Read the following passages taken from the New International Version: 
 

Deuteronomy 10:17-19 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who 

shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner  

residing among you, giving them food and clothing. And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were  

foreigners in Egypt. 
 

Matthew 2:13-15a  An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and 

escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” So he got up, took the child and 

his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. 
 

Matthew 25:34-37a, 40  Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your  

inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, 

I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 

was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’  “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when...’ 

The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
 

2 Corinthians 8:1-2 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the  

Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich  

generosity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Image: A women’s group of Syrian  

refugees and vulnerable Jordanians 

work together to earn an income from 

selling the soaps and candles that they  

create.  

 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
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BIBLE STUDY 

Consider the following questions:   

[Use methods appropriate to your group e.g.  whole group discussion, smaller  groups,  flipchart paper, etc.]  

 
1.  The “foreigner” or “stranger” is shown to be of particular concern by God. Why might a foreigner be particularly vulnerable and in need of God’s concern?    

 

2. How does God desire us to treat the “stranger”, a word that implies someone on the outside of our community and unfamiliar to us?  

 What are the challenges in doing this? 

 

3. Why did Joseph and Mary flee with Jesus? How would you feel if you were in their place? What do you think were their hopes and fears? 

 

4. Why is it of any significance  to us, that Jesus was vulnerable and in need of protection and hospitality? 

 

5. Reflecting on the passage from Matthew 25,  which of the circumstances described can relate to refugees? 

 

6. To serve the stranger, the poor and the vulnerable, is to somehow serve a “king”, which in this parable, alludes to Jesus.  

 What does this communicate about the value of the people described in Matthew 25? How does this challenge and inspire our thoughts and actions? 

 

7. In the passage from 2 Corinthians, the apostle Paul is praising the Macedonian churches – they didn’t give from 

their surplus, but chose to give even when it was of cost to them. A point sometimes raised when considering 

whether refugees should be helped, is that it will have a negative affect on our own communities. What are the 

likely motivations of the people in the Macedonian churches to give so generously? Do we have similar  

examples today?  

 

8. Consider the discussions that you have had. How do they compare to the discussions about refugees you have 

recently heard in the media, from politicians and even from within your local community? If you were given an 

opportunity to add your voice to the national and local debate, what points would you like to make? [You could 

be creative and write the group’s comments up as a press release, or record people’s voices, or you could even 

video the messages using a smart phone.] 
 

 

 

 

Continue by reading about the lives of refugees in the stories that follow,  consider playing one or more of the short 

films, and finish by taking action.  

 

The short films can be downloaded from allwecan.org.uk/allpeople  

Image: Jehar is working hard with her group to cre-
ate clothes to sell to make an income which will pro-
vide for her family’s needs. 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople


 

allwecan.org.uk/allpeople    Page 9 of 17 

BIBLE STUDY 

Adjusting to a new life 
A number of the Syrian refugees living in Jordan are children. Shahed is one of them.  She is 11-years-old, and  

remembers what it was like before she left Syria: “In Syria… I was afraid of the planes which were shooting us. 

When I was playing with my cousins and we heard the sounds of the shooting we got scared.”  

 

Children like Shahed have been through traumatic experiences. They have witnessed the violence and tragedy of 

conflict close up. Shahed lived in Da’raa, the first city which experienced violence over 6 years ago. Shahed was 5-

years-old when she fled for refuge in Jordan with her family. She now lives with her mother and grandparents in 

Irbid, a city in  Jordan. 

 

Unsurprisingly, Shahed suffered  from anxiety and fear when she arrived from Syria, just like many children who 

have fled the conflict. To help these children deal with the trauma they are experiencing, All We Can brings them  

together for special classes to help them manage emotions, overcome their fears, and build good relationships with  

others. Shahed has really enjoyed  belonging to these classes, and she describes some of the things they have done:  

“We learnt about emotions and how to sympathize with people, like to speak kindly to each other and not to be selfish.   

Cooperation is good. Also, we do many activities, like decorating the classroom, and playing outside and  inside.” 

 

It is also important that the parents and carers of the children understand what they are going through and can help 
make adjustments at home that will help them in their recovery. This is why All We Can also supports efforts to ensure 

that parents and other carers receive training. Shahed’s grandmother went on one of these courses and she has been 
involved in making life better for Shahed and her siblings. She comments on the differences she has seen, “Shahed is 
more confident. She sleeps well at night.”  
 

Shahed, is now in the position of having lived in Syria and Jordan for the same amount of time in her short life. And, like 

other children, she has mixed feelings about where home is for her: “Both became my home countries. I mean I love Syria 

and Jordan. First in Syria, I was with my cousins and now with my friends. I mean both are my home countries.”  

 

Shahed is embracing her new life and friends and has a positive outlook about her future because she has been able to 

overcome her fears. She says, “I love everything in Jordan! With my Syrian and Jordanian friends I play. We go to some 

places and enjoy ourselves so much that I almost feel as if I’m flying.”  

 

Your support can help bring freedom to more Syrian children like Shahed who are dealing with trauma.  

 
Shahed , age 11, in a stripy top, sitting with 

her siblings.   

 
Shahed reading with her grandmother at 

their home in Jordan. 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
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BIBLE STUDY 

Take action 

 

Pray: Please pray for the refugee crisis.  Gain inspiration for 

your prayers using the written prayers and ideas on the  

following pages (11-12). 

 

Speak out: Be inspired by your conversations and add your  

perspective and voice to the discussions about the refugee crisis 

you have with friends, family, colleagues, church members and 

the wider community. You could also express your views to your 

Member of Parliament.  

 

Give: All We Can's Refugee Appeal is raising money to support 

refugees in Jordan to not only survive, but to have access to   

resources and activities that restore dignity, and build resilience 

and hope. If you decide to donate directly or raise money 

through a sponsored challenge or other activity, thank you for 

your support and amazing generosity!  

 

Share: If you have enjoyed and benefitted from this Bible study 

or wider resource, then let other people know, such as other  

individuals in your congregation (for private study) or churches 

in your wider community. 

 

Thank you for doing all you can to make a positive difference.   

Cooking up a feast 
Women Syrian refugees, who are widowed or without a  

husband, are especially vulnerable in Jordan. The work  

permits given by Jordan to Syrian refugees to enable them to 

work legally, are limited to certain jobs like farming,  

mechanics and construction. Jobs that are not expected to be 

completed by women.  This makes it very hard for women to 

find work and earn an income.  

 Recognising this tough situation, All We Can supports 

women by bringing them together to develop new skills and 

train them in how to start their own enterprise. These  

women develop small cooperatives like a sewing group to make clothes, a craft group to develop 

soap, candles and other handmade items, beauticians and hairdressers serving their community 

and groups that prepare and cook food to sell.   

 As single women it can be hard for them to find opportunities to develop friendships, and 

in the worst cases women refugees struggle with loneliness and isolation. In Jordan, all work 

supporting Syrian refugees has to include 30% participation from vulnerable Jordanians. This 

helps ensure Syrians are better integrated into Jordanian society and that all those who are  

vulnerable and living side by side get the same support. The women groups allow the  

participants to engage together with the issues that affect them 

and they benefit from mutual support. 

 The women in the groups each bring difference experience 

and expertise and often they learn from each other. The women in 

one cookery group said, “We work together to achieve what we 

need to for our business. Some manage the cooking. Some are 

good with biscuits and sweet items. Some are good with  

marketing. So we all work together on all things.” 
 

The refugee situation heightens vulnerabilities like  
female-headed households, and your support could help 
these women develop friendships and earn an income. 

 

Raida  with the various pickles 
made by the group. 

 

A women’s cookery group  
creating items to sell. 

Discuss:  What are the challenges the people in the two stories face?  What has struck you from 
the stories you have read?  What do the stories inspire you to pray for? 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/refugees
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PRAYERS 

A prayer of praise 
 

Lord Almighty, 

You are the God of gods and Lord of lords,  

great and awesome are you.  

You show no partiality, but love all your children, 

for in your image you created them. 

You are the defender of the poor, 

the Father of the fatherless, 

the protector of the widow , 

and the advocate of the foreigner.  

Your ways are great, and merciful are your deeds. 

Praise your holy and sacred name. 

Amen. 

A prayer of thanksgiving 
 

God of love, 

In your promises we trust,  

and from your words we draw life. 

Thank you for taking on the cause of the afflicted, 

and upholding justice for the poor. 

Your judgement is good and right, 

and each day you greet us with new mercies  

and compassion. 

Thank you for never leaving us abandoned, 

but you give us an eternal hope, 

and sustain us with your strength. 

You are a great Father whom we love. 

Amen. 

A prayer for refugees  
 

God, creator of all, 

For people who are displaced; 

may they find a safe refuge. 

For people who have lost control of their lives; 

may they know a sure foundation. 

For people who live in fear; 

may they be given a strong fortress. 

For people who are disillusioned; 

may they have hope in a future. 

Loving Father, in times of crisis, sorrow and uncertainty; 

we ask that you draw near. 

Amen. 

A prayer for peace 
 

Heavenly Father, 

Sometimes the world around us seems incredibly bleak. 

There are wars, rumours of wars, and fear is unleashed. 

We see conflicts of ideology, ethnicity and race; 

hatred seeks vengeance and struggles take place. 

We need a light to be lit, for a voice to cry “Stop”,  

and mercy and grace to abound  

– so that the lost may see what your love looks like.  

In the words of your Son, ‘Father forgive them,  

for they know not what they’ve done.’  

We ask for peace, for the final breath to be drawn, 

that ends the struggle, and allows new life to be born. 

In Jesus’ name we pray.  

Amen. 

A prayer of confession  
 

Heavenly Father, 

Your Son, our Lord, has shown us how to love: 

Sharing meals with those who are outcast and 

marginalised,  

standing up for the rights of widows and 

those rejected, 

bringing relief to the sick and the oppressed, 

and by feeding the hungry. 

 

We know that we have fallen short in our love 

for others: 

We have not regarded every one with the 

same value we grant ourselves,  

we have not always had an open table,  

used our voice to promote justice,  

brought relief to the hurting,  

or met people’s basic needs. 

 

Father forgive us, cleanse us and restore us. 

 

Help us to be inspired by the life of your Son 

and strengthened by your Spirit,  

as we seek to respond to the needs of our  

neighbours.  

 

May the love we know from you permeate 

our thoughts, shine through our words, and 

bring transformation though our actions. 

To the glory and honour of your name. 

Amen. 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
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PRAYER IDEAS 

A prayer of dedication 
 

Leader: We choose to do all the good we can. 

All: We serve a God who is good to us. 

Leader: We choose to use all the means we can. 

All: We serve a God who has done his all for us. 

Leader: We choose to use all the ways we can. 

All: We serve a God who has given us The Way. 

Leader: We choose to go to all the places we can. 

All: We serve a God who made his place with us. 

Leader: We choose to give all the time we can. 

All: We serve a God beyond all time. 

Leader: We choose to go to all the people we can. 

All: We serve a God who took on flesh. 

Leader: We choose to do this as long as ever we can. 

All: We serve a God who has given us life. 

We do all we can for the honour and glory of God.  

Amen. 

1. Finding shelter: Put up a temporary shelter, such as a tent, gazebo 

or tarpaulin strung over a rope or beam. Invite people to sit in the 

tent, to imagine what it would be like to call that place “home”, and to 

pray for the millions of refugees for whom temporary shelter is a  

reality. If it is not possible for people to come into the temporary  

shelter, invite people to write their prayers on a piece of paper and 

then to place it by or on the shelter. 

 

2. The big picture: Place a large map on the floor or wall. Mark on it 

the countries where you will find refugees, perhaps using different 

coloured or sized markers to indicate the numbers of refugees  

present. Then invite people to pray for all of the countries and people 

affected by the refugee crisis. [Find figures at UNHCR, 

www.unhcr.org.uk] 

 

3. The current crisis: Use newspaper clippings, printed website pages 

from news channels and other resources, to provide a current picture 

of the crisis and its issues. Display these items, or pass them around, 

inviting people to pray. 

 

4. Fly the flag of peace: Invite people to create a white flag, using 

white paper or other material, a straw or stick, and sticky tape or  

staples. Ask people to write a prayer for peace on their flag. Bring 

everyone together with their flags waved high, and invite a number of  

people to read out their prayers in turn.  

 

5. A light in the darkness: Encourage people to consider what they, 

as individuals, a community, and a nation have experienced in relation 

to the refugee crisis. Invite people to light a candle, as they pray for 

God’s light to shine in this dark situation. 

 

Image:  Saif is a refugee from 

Syria and he is being  

supported to work on a  

Jordanian farm. He is now 

able to earn a small income to 

support his family and he  has 

developed a strong  

relationship with his  

employer and those he  

works  with.  

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
http://www.unhcr.org
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BIBLICAL REFLECTIONS 

The following are short reflections on Bible passages that are relevant to Christians considering their response to the refugee crisis. These reflections can be 

used as part of a service or event, or could form the basis of a sermon. 
 

Deuteronomy 10:17-19 This is one of many passages that tells us that God does not show partiality in how he values people (Galatians 3:28), but he does show  
particular concern for the most vulnerable in society – the widow, orphan, foreigner and the poor – because they are most likely to be victims of injustice and  
oppression, which God abhors. To ensure that their rights are upheld and their needs are met, God instructs the people of Israel to adopt a number of laws and   
practices. Some of these include; allowing the practice of gleaning – the gathering of leftover grain by the vulnerable after a harvest (Leviticus 19:9-10), giving a  
foreigner full citizenship rights (Leviticus 19:33-34; Numbers 15:15), and ensuring that the vulnerable have access to justice (Deuteronomy 27:19). On the occasions 
when the people of Israel failed to uphold these laws and practices, God spoke out against this through raising up prophets (Isaiah 58:1-7; Amos 5:12; Zechariah 7:10
-11).  To help the people of Israel to relate to the foreigner and identify with their needs, and to seek justice for them, God reminds them that they too were once  
foreigners and in need of love – a situation that could potentially befall anyone.        

Matthew 2:13-15 Jesus, the Son of God, was in need of a place of refuge. It was not safe for him to remain in Israel due to the intention of King Herod to kill him 

along with all infant boys. Joseph and Mary were in a desperate situation. They quickly abandoned their home, family and community, leaving their place of security, 

to go to an unfamiliar country, which had a different culture and practised a different religion. They were reliant on the hospitality of communities in Egypt to  

welcome them as foreigners and take them in at their desperate time of need – just as many refugees today are dependent on the hospitality of host communities in 

Jordan and elsewhere. It is possible for us to imagine the fears that would have played on their minds – the lack of security (home, job, relationships) and the  

uncertainty: How long would they be there? Would they ever be safe to return home? Would life in Egypt be bearable? But also, they had hopes – a trust in a God 

who had shown them care and a hope in the promises about his Son. Jesus, from his birth through to his death, made himself vulnerable pouring out his life as a  

Servant King (Philippians 2: 6-11).   
  

Matthew 25:31-40 Jesus’ ministry and teaching, unsurprisingly, reflected God’s heart that had been communicated to Israel. Jesus shared  the same concern for the 

least in society, as he ministered to the outcasts, the widows, the poor and the non-Jews. In this passage, a number of the circumstances listed could be  

experienced by a refugee: to be hungry and thirsty, to be a stranger,  to be without adequate clothing, to suffer from sickness (such as trauma and exhaustion), to be 

treated as a prisoner (such as to be in a detention centre, where they might have their belongings taken). Jesus, in this parable, asks us to look again at the people 

who are in need. Who do we see? What value do we place on them? He suggests that we should view them as royalty – a king – the most valuable person in society. 

But not just any king — the King of kings! To provide for their needs, so Jesus says, is to minister to the King of heaven and earth himself. What greater worth and  

dignity can be bestowed? And what could give us greater joy than to serve our King?  
 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 The apostle Paul is writing to the church in Corinth about the outstanding generosity of the Macedonian church. The Macedonia n church  

didn’t give out of their surplus but gave at a cost to themselves. They didn’t give stubbornly or through coercion, but willingly and full of joy. They also gave when 

they themselves were in a difficult position and undergoing trials, not when their lives were comfortable and easy. A point sometimes raised when considering 

whether refugees should be helped, is that it will have a negative effect on our own communities. When we help other people meet their basic needs, there is likely 

to be a cost to us or to our communities.  It may not just be financial, it could be a cost to our own comfort or quality of life. Jordan provides an example of a country 

which has shown incredible hospitality to hundreds of thousands of refugees, but the increase in population has given them additional demands.  Jesus too,  

demonstrated just how costly loving  people can be. 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
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RECIPES FROM THE MIDDLE EAST 

Classic Tabouli Salad  

Serves 6-8. Preparation = 30 mins. 

Ingredients 

140g cracked wheat bulgur 

1 tsp fine sea salt 

80ml extra virgin olive oil 

60ml fresh lemon juice 

350 ml of boiling water  

1 clove garlic 

 
 

Directions 

1. Put the bulgur in a bowl and sprinkle it with ½  teaspoon of salt. 

Add the boiling water, cover, and let sit for 20 minutes. 

2. Mix together the olive oil, lemon juice, and garlic in a blender.  

3. Add the mint leaves, remaining ½  teaspoon of salt, and the 

pepper. Blend until the mint leaves are well worked into the 

dressing and the dressing is more or less smooth. Taste and 

adjust with salt and pepper. 

4. Chop the parsley leaves. Core, seed, and chop the tomatoes. 

Peel, seed, and chop the cucumber. 

5. Drain the bulgur, if necessary. Pour the dressing over the  

bulgur, add the  parsley and toss to combine well.  

6. Add the tomatoes and cucumber and stir to combine.  

7. Serve immediately or cover and chill until ready to serve. 

Spinach and Feta Fatayer   

Serves 10. Preparation =10 mins.  

Cooking  = 40 mins. 

Ingredients 

500g fresh spinach, blanched 

olive oil  

1 onion, finely chopped  

½ tsp ground allspice  

1 tbsp sumac  

salt and pepper 

250g feta  

400g puff pastry (and flour, for rolling) 

Directions 

1. Preheat oven to 180°C/Gas 4. 

2. Ensure the spinach has been thoroughly drained and then chop it. 

3. Heat some olive oil in a frying pan, fry the onion until golden brown. Add the spinach, 

allspice, sumac and season well.  

4. Add the feta and remove it from the heat when it starts to melt. 

5. Roll out the puff pastry on a lightly floured surface to 3–4mm thick. Cut the puff pastry 

into 10cm rounds with a pastry cutter. 

6. Place a round of pastry in your hand and add a tablespoon of filling on the  

middle of the pastry.  

7. To make a traditional three-sided pie, lift up two sides and pinch the neighbouring edg-

es together, making a thin-ridged joint. Lift the third side and join its two edges to the 

other sides to make a pyramid with a rounded base. 

8. Seal the openings by pinching the edges firmly all the way to the top. Do this with all 

the discs.  

9. Place the pies on foil on a baking sheet and bake in the oven for 25–30 minutes until 

golden brown. 

 

95g fresh mint leaves 

½  tsp freshly ground black 

pepper 

1 bunch flat leaf parsley 

 4 tomatoes 

1 cucumber  
 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
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RECIPES FROM THE MIDDLE EAST 

Graybeh Syrian Sugar 

Cookies 

Makes 10-15.  

Preparation = 10 mins.  

Baking time =15 mins. 

Ingredients 

225g clarified butter 

225g castor sugar 

455g flour 

halved almonds or  

pistachios 

Directions 

1. Preheat oven to 165°C .  

2. Beat cooled, clarified butter for 5 

minutes. 

3. Add sugar and continue to beat  

until creamy. 

4. Add flour and beat until  

incorporated. Knead the dough a 

little. 

5. Refrigerate the dough for 30  

minutes. 

6. Shape into small balls or rings and 

press a nut in the middle. 

7. Arrange on an ungreased baking 

sheet and bake until lightly golden  

(8-15 minutes). 

8. Remove from sheet when cool 

Maqluba  

Serves 6. Preparation = 30 mins.  

Cooking = 1 hour 10 mins. 

Ingredients 

2 onions, chopped 

1 tbsp chopped garlic 

1 tsp ground cinnamon 

1 tsp ground turmeric 

2 tsp garam masala 

1 pinch salt and ground black pepper, to 

taste 

2 cups cooking oil 

8 skinless, boneless chicken  

thighs, cut into small pieces 

1 large aubergine, cut into ¾ inch slices 

2 courgettes, cut into ¼  inch slices 

250g broccoli 

250 cauliflower 

250g jasmine rice 

543g container plain yogurt 

1 tbsp pine nuts 

Directions 

1. Fill a large pot with boiling water and add the onion, garlic, cinnamon, turmeric, garam masala, salt, 

 and pepper. Add the chicken; reduce the heat to low, and simmer for 15 to 20 minutes. (When this 

 is done, separate the chicken from the liquid and set aside. Transfer the liquid to a bowl.) 

2. While the chicken mixture simmers, heat the oil in a large, deep skillet over medium heat. Fry the 

 aubergine slices in the hot oil, assuring the pieces do not touch, until brown on both sides; remove 

 to a plate lined with paper towels to drain. Use the same procedure to fry the courgette and the 

 cauliflower. Cook the broccoli in the oil until hot, and remove to drain. 

3. Layer the chicken into the bottom of the large pot. Arrange the aubergine, courgette, broccoli, and 

 cauliflower on top of the chicken in layers. Pour the rice over the chicken and vegetables, shaking 

 the pot gently to allow the rice to settle into the dish. Pour the reserved liquid from the chicken 

 over the mixture until it is completely covered. Add water if needed. 

4. Cover the pot and simmer over low heat until the rice is soft and the liquid is absorbed, 30 to 45 

 minutes. Remove the lid from the pot. Place a large platter over the pot and flip the pot so the dish 

 is 'upside down' on the platter. Spread pine nuts over the chicken. Serve with yoghurt on the side. 

 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
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RECIPES AND MUSIC SUGGESTIONS 

Directions 

1. Cut the filo leaves to fit the pan  (9inch  x 17inch). 

2. Make the filling with the walnuts, sugar, cinnamon, and rosewater. 

3. Butter the pan, then place 2 filo leaves onto the bottom. Butter these. Sprinkle with a thin layer of the 

walnut mixture. Place another 1-2 filo leaves down, butter, and sprinkle with walnut mixture again.  

Continue this pattern – with each layer containing 1-2 filo leaves, depending on how thick you want it – 

until you end up with 2-3 filo leaves remaining. Add these as the top layer.  

4. Cut into 24 squares and bake at 165°C  for 30-45 minutes, until lightly golden. 

5. Make the syrup while the pastry is baking. Boil syrup ingredients for up to 45 minutes, watching  

carefully to prevent browning or burning.  

6. When pastry is done baking, remove and immediately cover with syrup. Allow 2 hours for the pastry to 

cool completely and absorb the syrup.  

7. To store, wrap baklava in foil and refrigerate. 

Syrian Baklava 

Makes 24. Preparation = 40 mins. Cooking  = 40 mins. 

Ingredients 

450g  frozen filo pastry (thaw at least 5 hours before using) 

450g unsalted butter, melted 

450g walnuts, ground 

175g brown sugar 

pinch of cinnamon 

1 tsp rosewater 

For the Syrup 

225g castor sugar 

480ml water 

1 tsp lemon juice 

Special equipment: pastry brush 

Music suggestions 
 

Syrian popular music 

Artists:  

Pizmonim 

Noura Rahal 

George Wassouf 

 

Syrian traditional music 

Artists:  

Ashenazi 

Farid El Atrache 

 

Syrian folk music 

Artist: Assur 

 

Syrian country music 

Artist: Hoat El Diyar 

 

Syrian rock music 

Artist: Damascus metro 

 

Good websites for Syrian music: 

www.listenarabic.com 

www.last.fm 

www.spotify.com 

www.youtube.com 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople
http://www.listenarabic.com
http://www.last.fm
http://www.spotify.com
http://www.youtube.com
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 DONATION FORM 

 Thank you for doing fundraising activities for All We Can. Please complete this form and send it with the money you raised to All We Can at the address  
below. You can send a cheque or make a card payment. Please also send any Gift Aid envelopes and regular giving forms you have collected. 
 

Title:.........................First Name:.........................................................................................................Surname:............................................................................................................ 

Address:................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

............................................................Postcode:.....................................................Tel:........................................................................................................................................................ 

If you would like to receive updates by email about our work and how you can donate to us, please enter your email here (you can unsubscribe at any time). 

Email:...................................................................................................................................  

Name of church/group:...............................................................................Type of event:.......................................................................................................................................... 

We raised £_________ for All We Can through our Refugees: “To all the people we can” activity. 

If you are sending in Gift Aid envelopes with your church donation, please check that the amount given is filled in on each envelope, each  

person has completed their full name and full address legibly, and you only send All We Can Gift Aid envelopes. 

 I enclose a cheque payable to All We Can or 

 I would like you to debit the following card (circle type): Visa Maestro MasterCard  

Card number: __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

Expiry date: .................................... Valid from (Maestro): ..................................... 

Security code: .................................... Issue number (Maestro): .................................... 

We promise to never sell or swap your details and you can change your preferences at any time.  

All We Can holds your details to thank you for your gift, process Gift Aid, to send you occasional updates 

about our work and how you can support us. If you would prefer not to receive these updates by post,  

please tick here  (you will still receive communications relevant to your church role). 

 

All We Can, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR 

Tel: 020 7467 5132  Email: info@allwecan.org.uk   Web: allwecan.org.uk   

 
All We Can is the operating name of the Methodist Relief and Development Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691.   

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/allpeople

